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FRAMPTON ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 13th APRIL 2016 
THE VILLAGE HALL, FRAMPTON ON SEVERN 

 

 

1. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES 
 There were 18 Councillors and parishioners present (attendance sheet attached). 
 
2.  APOLOGIES were recorded from County Cllr Blackburn, Cllr Sue Grist and Miss Daphne 

Gardner. 
 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman, Cllr Ross Heaton, presented the Annual Report for 2016. (Copy attached). 
 

4. ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
 4.1 County Cllr Tony Blackburn was unable to be present and no report was made. 
  

4.2 District Cllr Haydn Jones gave an overview of the structure of Stroud District Council 
and the areas of priority for the District Councillors.  He went on to explain the changes 
made to the Severn Ward district by the Boundary Commission.   
 
He continued by highlighting the main achievements of the year:  
- Waste collection changes are now well under way following the decision to join UBECO 

as a co-owner with Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Councils. 
- The Local Plan was formally adopted in November 2015 which was an important step 

for sustainable development in the area and gives much more control to the Planning 
Department. 

- The annual Council Tax increase is 1.99%  
- Superfast broadband installation is successfully being rolled out within the Severn 

Ward. This is a massively important service for local businesses to ensure they are 
competitive. The Government has stated that there is further funding of £33m to assist 
with the rural roll out for Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. 

 
He commented on the forthcoming local elections in May and thanked Frampton Parish 
Council for their support. 

 
4.3 District Cllr John Jones updated parishioners on the progress of the remote control 
bridge opening proposals by the Canals and River Trust (CART).  CART are currently 
carrying out works at Sandfield Bridge to enable them to run trials before the next 
consultation meeting in June.  He confirmed that several concessions have been made in 
that the Control Room will be based at Fretherne Bridge, car parking will be improved at 
Saul Junction and each bridge from Purton to Quedgeley will have its own steering group 
to ensure local issues are brought to the attention of CART. 

 
5. CHARITY ACCOUNTS 

The School House Trust Charity Accounts were available for inspection.   
The charity aims to support educational activities that benefit the children of Frampton on 
Severn.  The Chairman highlighted the various grants that were made during the year and 
as an ongoing commitment Donations are always gratefully received and put to good use 
within the village. 
Trustees are:  Julie Barnfield, John Gleed and Trevor Vick. 
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6. QUESTION TIME 
  

Mr Duncan Morris expressed his concern about the volume of car parking in the village.  
The Street and The Green were becoming difficult for vehicle access and he enquired if the 
Parish Council would approach Stroud District Council to see what can be done. 
 
The Chairman advised that car parking is a main issue which is being looked at by the 
Parish Council as Frampton is a very popular village.  He advised that he has been liaising 
with local Police to deal with parking on pavements but parking enforcement is with a 
private contractor.  Looking at creating more car parks encourages more cars and we have 
been discouraging on-street parking.  When planning proposals are put before us we 
question the parking provision and have successfully achieved changes to developers’ plans 
to accommodate off-road parking.  As a Parish Council we are looking at every opportunity. 

 At Splatt Bridge we are working with CART to remove abandoned vehicles. 
 

Liz Warren raised additional concern about Splatt Bridge car parking and confirmed she 
has contacted CART directly to try and get the abandoned vehicles removed.  CART have 
also issued permits for continuous users with permanent moorings but boaters are taking 
advantage as only six permits were issued and there are far more vehicles parked than the 
permits allow.  She added that additional access for occasional shooting, fishing and dog 
walking all add to the car parking congestion. 
 
The Chairman stated that he understood the frustration and was also concerned that when 
there is no parking available vehicles are parked on the verges, destroy bollards and 
collapse the ditches that the Parish Council has spent time and money trying to clear for 
flood prevention.  He added that they will continue to work with CART and try to resolve 
the issues. 
 
Mr Steve Greenwood raised questions prior to the meeting which were now discussed 

 
a) Trees in The Narles  Mr Greenwood was pleased to see work being carried out to 

plant and protect new trees in The Narles and commended Frampton Court Estate for 
their action. 

b) Footpath to Townfield Lake Mr Greenwood requested the Parish Council write a 
letter to Frampton Court Estate to request they rethink the decision to close off 
Townfield Lake, via Vicarage Lane, except for a small stile. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had not written a letter to Frampton 
Court Estate but had approached Gloucestershire Public Rights of Way.  They 
responded advising that, as the footpath was on private property, no action could be 
taken.  The footpath had attracted larger vehicles which caused concern to residents 
which is why the access was restricted by Frampton Court Estate. 
Mr Greenwood said he was disappointed that a letter had not been written and 
remained concerned that permissive ways were being taken away. 

c) Attendance of District Councillors and County Councillor Mr Greenwood 
requested an attendance record of the above councillors.  This was provided but raised 
concern about the lack of attendance.  Mr Greenwood stressed that the Parish Council 
should put more pressure on the councillors to attend more meetings. 
 
The Chairman had noted this point and will discuss further with Parish Councillors. 
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Mr Roger Bagley representing the Stroud District Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) thanked 
the Parish Council for their annual donation.  He highlighted the services available to the 
community and confirmed that they had helped many parishioners.  He also offered to 
provide a presentation to councillors at a future meeting to outline more of their good 
works. 

 
The Chairman thanked Mr Bagley and was aware of the good work they do when people 
are in desperate personal situations.  He accepted the offer of a presentation to Council 
and asked Mr Bagley to contact the Clerk to make arrangements. 

 
District Cllr Haydn Jones responded to Mr Bagley stating that the CAB do most 
rewarding work when people have fallen on hard times and he hoped that the District 
Council would always support them and continue to fund them. 
 
Mrs Janie Clifford representing the Parochial Church Council thanked the Parish Council 
for their donation to the churchyard mowing.   

  
The Chairman advised that new housing development planning applications were 
highlighted to include a contribution to the village.  We currently have the opportunity to 
receive funding for an outdoor play area so we are looking for projects between £5,000 - 
£10,000.  If anyone has any ideas we really do need to submit them to avoid losing this 
funding.  

 
The Chairman advised that there will be a new Council after the 5th May 2016 elections  
and the next Parish Council meeting will be held on 11th May 2016.   

 
There being no further business, Cllr Heaton thanked everyone for attending and the 
meeting closed at 8.20 pm.  

 
 

 


