
This meeting marks the end of my first year as Chairman of Frampton's 
Parish council. The learning curve has been a steep one. I would like to thank 
all my fellow councillors for their support in helping me understand the 
complexities of a village as diverse as ours.

Special thanks has to go to Cllr Alexander whose guidance has been 
invaluable and to the Vice Chair Cllr Grist whose support has been greatly 
appreciated. 

While contemplating what I wanted to achieve from my term I came up with 
three goals. The first was to ensure that we were more able to hear the views 
of parishioners. The second was to see more people attend the meetings. 
Finally I wanted to ensure that our council's voice was heard by those in 
positions of power. I hoped that these goals would change the council from 
being reactive to one that is proactive. On reflection these have been partly 
achieved but there is still work to do.

Hearing the views of Parishioners is vital. We needed to add more ways to 
contact us that reflect the ways all members of the parish communicate. We 
have attempted to improve our website to ensure that all the relevant 
information is available as soon as possible. We have also launched our own 
Facebook and Twitter pages. Facebook, in particular, has seen the council 
reaching more people than ever before. The social media strategy will 
continue to develop as I see this as something that can only be positive.

When I joined Council we rarely saw people attend the meetings. This is now 
changing. Yes we see people who want to raise issues that effect them 
personally, but we are also seeing people who are interested in the way 
council functions. This can only be a good thing as this council wants to 
encourage active involvement in our community.

I think councillors would agree that it can be frustrating when our views are 
disregarded by SDC planners. I refer mainly to planning issues. I am pleased 
to report that on issues such as Lake Lane and Miramont the views of locals 
were made known and it would appear that district has listened to these. 
However, we need to do more. With the advent of the new local plan we are 
now in a position to push forward with our Community design statement. A lot 
of the work has already been done we just need to consult and then move to 
implementation.

On a happier note we now have £2500 per year from the owners of the 
Cambridge solar farm. This money can be spent on projects that are to the 



benefit of the community and I ask that community bring these ideas forward 
for consideration. 

In 2010 a combination of weather events saw severe flooding in our village. A 
group of councillors were adamant that this should never happen again. They 
worked tirelessly with local land owners, government bodies and this council 
to ensure that water was taken away. Overflow pipes have been added, 
ditches and culverts cleared and underground pipe work repaired. There is 
still more work to be done but I would like to thank Cllrs Grifiths Arnold and 
Clifford for their efforts thus far.

Before I move on to the future i would like to acknowledge the service of this 
member of the parish council who have chosen to step down. Cllrs Grist, 
Greenfield, Griffiths, Arnold and Hillman I would like to say thank you for all 
your efforts and I am sure the community would like to do the same. 

As I said earlier I would like the Council to be more proactive and I would like 
to see council quickly establish policies that look to improve the future of our 
village. Youth is one area but so are housing, employment and environment. 
There are many more and I hope that we can address these areas early in 
the new councils term with a series of sub committees that will take 
responsibility for a particular area and then bring their recommendations back 
to the full council.


