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FRAMPTON ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON WEDNESDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2015 

 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Healthwatch Gloucestershire Barbara Piranty CEO.  
Barbara gave an overview on the role of Healthwatch Gloucestershire which is an independent 
consumer organisation providing free advice and guidance on issues relating to health and 
social care in Gloucestershire.   The organisation also gathers information by questionnaire 
surveys which provides reports and evidence for monitoring and negotiating health and social 
care service contracts.  The organisation is operated by the County Council and is funded by the 
Department of Health.  Further information is available from their website and supporting public 
events. 
 
Cllr Heaton thanked Barbara for her very useful and interesting presentation after which she left 
the meeting. 
 
Prior to the meeting Cllr Heaton offered his apologies to Cllrs because he has been unable to 
seek answers to some of the agenda points due to unforeseen pressure from a change in 
personal circumstances. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
 
PCSO Mark Lifton provided a written report of 3 crimes and 7 incidents which had occurred in 
the parish over the last month.  Cllrs discussed car parking issues at Church End and Lake Lane 
which Cllr Heaton advised he would give feedback to the PCSO.   
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 
PRESENT 
Cllrs Alexander, Arnold, Clifford, Greenfield, Grist, Heaton (Chairman), Hillman and Howe were 
present plus District Cllr Haydn Jones and Sheila Murray (Clerk/RFO).   
2 members of the public were present at the start of the meeting. 
 
158/15 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Mr Steve Greenwood requested an amendment to the Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd 
September 2015.  Minute 119/15 paragraph 2 to read “the Shop Group facebook page within two 
days had recorded 2000 hits”. 
 
Mr Greenwood asked if council had approached the District Council regarding The Narles following 
his recommendation.  Cllr Heaton advised he had not done so yet and also that he had not been 
able to follow up with Cllr Clifford on the matter but would do so. 
 
Mr Greenwood referred to the restricted access to Townfield Lake and asked if council had written 
to Frampton Court Estates to resolve the matter and open the access.  Cllr Heaton confirmed he 
had not yet written to them. 
 
Mr Greenwood followed up on councils decision to provide a Councillors’ Attendance record at 
the Annual meeting.  Cllr Heaton agreed to consider it. 



1041 
 

  

 
Mr Greenwood advised that when dealing with Social Media if it was not regularly updated it 
would not be looked at by the public.  Cllr Heaton advised he was aware of the need for regular 
updates and would address the matter under the agenda. 
 
Mr Greenwood advised that he had sought advice from a friend who is a Senior Legal Officer 
regarding his concern about the Declarations of Interest he raised last month which related to a 
decision recorded in the minutes and the proposed planning application for Greycroft.  He was 
recommended to take the matter to SDC where it would be investigated.  He added that he did 
not intend to do that. 
 
  
159/15   APOLOGIES 

Apologies were accepted from County Councillor Tony Blackburn and Cllr Griffiths. 
 
160/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Clifford declared an interest on Agenda items 9, 11, 12. 
Cllr Greenfield declared an interest on Agenda item 17.1   

 
Prior to the meeting all councillors had received a copy of the proposed Code of 
Conduct. 
Cllr Howe gave an overview as to the history of the currently adopted Code of Conduct. 
Following the last meeting and Mr Greenwood’s comments about Declarations of 
Interest he carried out a review of the existing Code of Conduct.  He discussed the 
issues raised with the SDC Monitoring Officer where it was recommended that Council 
should consider adopting the model Code of Conduct issued by NALC.  Cllr Howe 
considered that document to be more suitable to this council and requested an 
amendment be made to the draft document.  Cllr Howe then proposed this Code of 
Conduct be adopted. Seconded by Cllr Alexander. Vote unanimous. 
   

161/15 PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th October 2015 were amended as follows: 
 
1) Minute 140/15 paragraph 5 “Greenfield” to read “Greenwood” 

paragraph 3 remove word “walkers” replace with “parishioners with 
pushchairs or bicycles” 

2) Minute 146/15 indent 2 – to read “Draft Local Plan has been further amended …” 
3)                      indent 4 – to read “The Waste Depot transfer to Gossington ….” 
4)                      indent 7 – change “Severn Ward” to read “Severn Voice” 
5) Minute 154/15 to read …presenting a report to Severn Voice of their findings…. 
6) Minute 156/15 paragraph 2 change planning department to Enforcement Officer. 
7) Minute 157/15 paragraph 4, last sentence to read “Cllr Alexander will approach the 

Canal & River Trust in an attempt to remove unauthorised vehicles from their car 
park. 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th October 2015 were then approved as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council. 
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162/15  PLANNING 
  

(a) DECISIONS MADE BY THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
  

DATE REFERENCE ADDRESS DETAILS COMMENT 

18/09/2015 S15/2135/AGR Tanhouse Farm Proposed Barn for forestry Permission 

01/10/2015 S15/2266/TCA 
Top o The 
Green Various Trees - pruning consent 

01/10/2015 S15/2306/TCA The Elms Remove Cypress Tree consent 

  S15/2321/TCA 
Edens Orchard, 
The Green Prune overhanging Trees consent 

27/10/2015 S15/2543/T5DAY Frampton Lodge Fell Cypress consent 

 
 

(b) DECISIONS MADE BY THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
       None 
 

(c) PLANNING APPLICATIONS TAKEN AT THE MEETING 
               None 
       

(d) OTHER PLANNING 
 
Cllr Heaton reported: 
The proposed 95 Dwellings at Whitminster appeal date has been set for the 24th 
November 2015. 
The proposed Awre Solar Farm has been rejected by Forest of Dean Council.  It is 
anticipated this will go to appeal. 
The proposed 21 dwellings on land north of Lake Lane has been granted an extension 
date for the decision. 
 

163/15 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
County Cllr Blackburn was unable to be present and reported the following:  

  
- The CART automatic bridge control was raised by Severn Voice.  A presentation 

paper was prepared to go to the GC Environmental Scrutiny Committee for 4th 
November 2015. 

- Police accident reports on the A38 incidents in September are awaited. 
 

164/15 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
  

District Cllr Haydn Jones congratulated Council on attempting to use an overhead 
projection system for the meeting and encouraged the Chairman to continue 
experimenting. 

  
 District Cllr Haydn Jones updated Council on the following matters: 
 

- The Inspector has responded to the draft Local Plan advising that he considers it 
to be a sound plan.  
The next stage is for the Council to vote on it and an extraordinary meeting has 
been arranged for 19th November 2015 to do this. 

- The Citizens Advice Bureau have carried out a rebranding programme and are 
seeking local financial support.        



1043 
 

  

 
 He then commented on the private car park at Splatt Bridge and gave his support for 
Council to carry out any action necessary to deal with abandoned cars which block 
the village facilities. 
 
 Greycroft – He commented that it was no secret that he had an interest as a friend of 
the owner of Greycroft and that he had sought advice on how he should manage this 
planning application.  Discussions with the Monitoring Officer confirmed that he was 
within his rights to comment as he had no pecuniary interest in the property.  As he 
had received a petition showing that 497 parishioners wanted to see a resolution to 
provide a property for people to live in, he was recommended to make a written 
submission and consider leaving the room when the application was discussed.  He 
concluded by saying that he worked within the rules to obtain planning permission 
and acted in a reasonable way.  

 
 Cllr Heaton thanked District Cllr Haydn Jones for his comments. 
 

165/15 FINANCE 
 

     165.1/15 (A) INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
      

 Proposed by Cllr Howe and seconded by Cllr Greenfield. 
 Cllrs unanimously agreed that the following invoices be paid: 
 
CHEQUES SIGNED AT 4th November 2015 MEETING  

CHEQUE  DATE PAYEE FOR VAT TOTAL  POWER  

683 04/11/15 Mrs S. Murray Salary (Sept) - 227.43 LGA 1972 s.112(2) 

684 04/11/15 FOS Village Hall Quarterly Room Rental 
(Jul-Sep) 

- 35.00 LGA 1972 s.134(4) 

685 04/11/15 Frampton Community 
Association 

Broadband Rental (Aug-
Sep) 

- 15.60 LG(FP)A 1963 s.5 

686 04/11/15 Malpass Garden Comp Engraving 7.00 42.00               LGA 1972 s.137 

687 04/11/15 W.G. Alexander Bill Wood Memorial 
Framed Certificate 

- 15.24             LGA 1972 s.137 

  
CHEQUE ISSUED BETWEEN MEETINGS 

CHEQUE  DATE PAYEE FOR VAT TOTAL  POWER  

none       

       

 
FUNDS RECEIVED AND BANKED BETWEEN MEETINGS 

DATE PAID IN FROM FOR AMOUNT  
£ 

09/09/15 Lloyds Bank Interest 0.57 

    

    

    

 
 

 165.2/15 (B) FINANCE UPDATE 
The RFO gave an update for the period April-November 2015 of receipts and payments.  
It was noted that some planned expenditure that had been in the budget for this 
financial year had not yet been committed.  These items would be detailed at the next 
meeting for consideration.   
 

 165.3/15 (C) OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
Cllr Alexander proposed that the budgeted payment for St. Mary’s Church maintenance 
for £500 should be prepared for payment. Seconded by Cllr Howe vote unanimous. 
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Budget Proposals 2016/2017 
Cllrs discussed the draft budget for 2016/2017 in detail.  This included possible 
improvement projects and donations to organisations that benefit parishioners.  The 
draft budget will be updated by the RFO taking into account the Cllrs’ comments and 
will be presented again for discussion at the December meeting. 
 
Cllr Heaton requested Cllr Grist follow up with SDC on the financial situation regarding 
the Miramont development. 
 

166/15  VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT  
166.1/15  Questionnaire 
Cllr Heaton advised that there was no update on the questionnaire. 
 
166.2/15 The Narles 
Cllr Heaton advised there was no update on The Narles and he would arrange a meeting 
with Cllr Clifford. 
 

167/15  NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN 
A letter had been received from Mr Mike Hammond, Community & Facilities Manager 
for Stroud District Council.  It outlined their future plans for Neighbourhood Wardens 
which included increasing the number of Wardens to give wider coverage and 
continuity of staffing.  Cllr Heaton advised that he would respond to the request for 
feedback on our community service requirements. 
 

168/15 THE GREEN SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
Cllr Alexander advised there was no further progress to report on the proposed seating 
around the two oak trees in front of the Green Shop.   
 
Cllr Clifford said that he had met with Watermarked Ltd regarding the Post Office and 
advised that progress was slow.  Watermarked Ltd have sought additional help from 
the National Federation of Post Office sub-masters who are experienced in handling 
this type of application. He confirmed that other additional facilities were also being 
considered. 

  
169/15 VILLAGE CAR PARK  

Cllr Alexander advised that there was no further news at the moment and expected to 
report back at the next meeting. 

 
170/15 VILLAGE NOTICE BOARDS AND LITTER BINS 

Cllr Heaton confirmed that it was too late this year to carry out any repair works and 
this would be revisited next year as some maintenance work is required. 

  
 District Cllr Haydn Jones left the meeting 
 
171/15 SOCIAL MEDIA 
  
 Cllr Heaton adjourned this item for next meeting. 
 
172/15   SEVERN VOICE 

Cllr Grist gave a brief overview of the meeting held on 19th October 2015 which covered 
items such as School Admissions, Eel Passes and Neighbourhood Wardens.    Regarding 
School Admissions the Severn Voice agreed to approach Gloucestershire County Council 
which has an inadequate over subscription policy. 
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Cllr Alexander added that Severn Voice voted to approach the GCC Environmental 
Scrutiny Committee regarding the CART automatic bridge control.  The GCC 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee were not prepared to consider their letter at 
yesterday’s meeting.  A meeting will now be organised with the Cabinet Member for 
The Environment.  Following meetings with CART it is apparent that they are now 
considering some of the objections raised and are prepared to discuss ways to resolve 
them. 
 

174/15  COTSWOLDS CANALS TRUST 
Cllr Heaton adjourned this item for the next meeting. 
 

175/15   HIGHWAYS 
 Cllr Heaton adjourned this item for the next meeting. 
 
176/15   CORRESPONDENCE 

An email had been received from a resident in Lake Lane which was forwarded to 
Cllr Hillman.  Cllr Heaton agreed that the parking issues contained in the email would 
be referred to the PCSO Mark Lifton. 
 
An email received from a local resident requested that a councillor attend the 
Frampton Community Association consultation evening on 7th November 2015.  Cllr 
Hillman confirmed he would attend and Cllr Howe encouraged all councillors to be 
involved if they were availabe. 
 
A notification has been received regarding an online survey relating to the 
Gloucestershire Draft Local Transport Plan.  The Clerk will forward the online link to 
all councillors. 
 

177/15 CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 
 None 
 
178/15 COUNCILLORS’ SUBMISSIONS 

Cllr Arnold confirmed that the war memorial work had been completed and thanked all 
councillors who helped with the work.  Cllr Hillman requested that a letter of thanks  
be sent to M.C. Cullimore for providing materials free of charge.  Cllr Heaton confirmed 
a letter would be sent.  Cllr Alexander confirmed that an article thanking everyone for 
their support and generosity had been submitted to the Community Newsletter for their 
next edition. 
 
Cllr Arnold enquired if any response had been received about funding for the cost of 
the remaining flooding works.  Cllr Heaton said he would follow up his letters as he had 
not received any response. 
 
Cllr Arnold expressed his concern about parking at Splatt Bridge and in general the lack 
of parking provision for visitors.  Cllr Alexander confirmed CART will take action against 
three vehicles for unauthorised parking. 
 
Cllr Arnold on behalf of Cllr Griffiths raised an issue on Townfield Lake outlet pipe 
requesting that the Council contact Frampton Court Estate to ensure they maintain the 
water level as explained by Mr Roger Godwin when he visited the Parish Council.  Cllr 
Clifford advised that three quarters of the work has already been completed but there 
is still drainage work that needs to be done.  He added that the drop boards are 
managed and regulated by the Estate Office.  Cllr Heaton will convene a meeting of 
the interested parties to discuss the matter further. 
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Cllr Howe advised that he had received some interesting literature from CPRE regarding 
planning and how to respond to planning matters.  He will hold the information for 
future reference. 
 
Cllr Howe confirmed he would prepare a news article for the next edition of the 
Community Newsletter. 
 
Cllr Hillman advised that the pavements in his ward are in a terrible condition.  Cllr 
Alexander will meet with Cllr Hillman to see the problem and he will then discuss the 
matter with SDC to see what action can be taken. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.28 pm.  

 


