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FRAMPTON ON SEVERN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2014 

 
 

VILLAGE GARDEN COMPETITION 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 

 
Cllr Mrs Pam Greenfield, Chair of the Village Garden Competition committee welcomed 26 members of the 
public to the presentation of the Village Garden Competition Awards.  There had been a number of 
spectacular gardens this year and Pam thanked all the gardeners of Frampton on Severn for their 
dedication and hard work.  Special thanks were recorded to Frampton Court Estate for their continued 
care of The Green, to Caroline Williams for looking after the War Memorial and to Carol Alexander for her 
management of the allotments. 
 
All gardens are eligible for judging if they can be viewed from a footpath or roadway. The Judges - Chris 
Marshall, Bob Roberts and Jane Hey – had spent a very pleasant day cycling round the village viewing all 
the gardens.  Chairman of the Judges, Chris Marshall apologised that he was unable to be present and 
had submitted a written report praising the overall standard of gardens and the continued expansion and 
growth of the allotments. 
 
The presentation of Trophies and Awards was made – see attached list. 
 
Cllr Greenfield concluded by encouraging all parishioners to enter the Scarecrow Competition. The closing 
date for entries is 14th September and judging will take place at the end of September.  Contact Robin 
Wheeler or Carol Alexander for more details. 
 
Cllr Alexander said if members of the public had any questions or suggestions about the Garden 
Competition they could contact Cllr Greenfield.  Everyone was then invited to join Councillors for 
refreshments before the start of the Parish Council meeting. 

 

 
PRESENTATION 
LAND AT LAKE LANE, FRAMPTON ON SEVERN 
Mr Geoff Barron, Tompkins Barron Developments Ltd 
Mr Nick Griffin, Griffin Lascelles Associates, Architects & Designers 
 
Mr Barron and Mr Griffin had been in the Village Hall during the afternoon hosting a display showing proposals for a 
cul-de-sac of approximately 20 houses, to include a number of affordable housing units, on an area of the Frampton 
Industrial Estate.  The demand for industrial units has fallen dramatically and Mr Barron wished to utilise his land to 
provide housing for the community.  An initial meeting had been held with Severn Vale Housing who are interested in 
becoming part of the scheme.  They have advised that there is a demand for one-bed units.  
 

Pre application enquiries and meetings with District Council Planning Officers have taken place.  As the site is 
currently classified for industrial use, the DC considers any application for housing would be contrary to their 
employment policy.  Change of use would be required and negotiations are ongoing.  It was hoped an application 
would be submitted before the end of the year. 
 
In the meantime it had been decided to go ahead with public consultation in order to gauge public interest in the 
proposal.  Some interesting feedback had been received during the afternoon and concerns relating to highways, 
access, parking, flooding and drainage and the capacity of Lakefield School to cope with additional pupils, would be 
addressed.  Local residents will be kept fully informed before the application is submitted to the District Council. 
 
In the Q&A session following the presentation, the following points were covered: 
 

 Additional feedback forms will be made available for those parishioners who were unable to attend the afternoon 
display. 

 

 The Housing Requirement Survey carried out by Parish Council in 2012 showed that 6 affordable units were 

required. 
 

 There is limited land stock in the parish and Parish Council have spent a lot of time trying to find suitable land in 
the  village for housing and affordable housing.   

 

 In 1983 an application for additional work units on this site was made but there was no demand to take up 
these sites.  There is still no demand.   
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 It would need to be demonstrated to the DC that by developing the site it will not affect their overall policy on 

the protection of employment land. The scheme does preserve an area for industrial buildings if there is a 

demand.   
 
District Cllr Haydn Jones concluded by saying that it is unusual to have a large site like this for employment in a rural 
area.  The unlet units on the site may well indicate that it would be suitable for some housing.  An application would 
not necessarily go to the Development Control Committee for a decision.  Any opportunity to build housing is a good 
thing for the district and there is a clear need in this area. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Barron and Mr Griffin for their interesting and information presentation and they left the 
meeting. 
 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING PARISHIONERS WERE INVITED TO RAISE MATTERS OF CONCERN WITH 
COUNCIL: 
 
Mr Greenwood asked when he would receive answers to the questions he had given to earlier meetings and when 

Parish Council would discuss Policies and Priorities to inform its decisions.  He commented that District Cllr Haydn 
Jones is only one of the District Cllrs for this Ward and said we do not see the other one here at these meetings. 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
PRESENT 
Cllrs Alexander, Arnold, Clifford, Greenfield, Griffiths, Grist, Heaton, Hillman and Howe were present plus District Cllr 
Haydn Jones and Lynn Ireland (Clerk).  9 members of the public were present at the start of the meeting.  
 
The Chairman explained that District Cllrs John Jones and Haydn Jones had both been elected to represent the 
Severn Ward.  This is the largest Ward in the District covering 7 parish councils and therefore to enable continuity of 
local knowledge District Cllr John Jones and Cllr Haydn Jones had divided the Ward into two.  District Cllr John Jones 

is also the Chairman of Whitminster Parish Council which meets on the same date as this Parish Council therefore he 
is extremely unlikely to be able to attend meetings in Frampton.  He and District Cllr Haydn Jones work jointly for the 
benefit of the whole of the Severn Ward.  
 
The Chairman reported that Mr Greenwood’s earlier questions would be dealt with under Agenda Item 15 of the 
meeting and that other matters would be considered by Council for inclusion on a future agenda. 
 
111/14 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were accepted from County Cllr Tony Blackburn.  The Constabulary and Neighbourhood Wardens 
were also unable to be present. 
 
PCSO Mark Lifton had provided written updates and his reports had been emailed to Cllrs prior to the 
meeting. 
 

112/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Alexander declared an interest in Agenda Item 15 and advised that he would retire at this point to 
enable Council to discuss this item. 
 

113/14 PREVIOUS MINUTES 
(A) Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd July 2014 were approved as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman on behalf of the Council.  
(B) Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10th July 2014 were approved as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council. 
 

The Chairman agreed to bring Agenda Item 10 forward to this point to enable members of the public to join the 
discussion. 
 

114/14 FRAMPTON STORES & POST OFFICE 
The Chairman acknowledged the comment from Mr Honer that “Frampton Store & Post Office” is a trading 
name and confirmed that in future this form of wording would not be used for discussion about the future 

of the village shop.  He also confirmed that the Application for Community Asset on the premises had been 
withdrawn. Mr & Mrs Honer have agreed to continue trading in Frampton Stores for approximately 6 
months.   
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Cllr Heaton reported that the Working Group has set up a website and to date there have been 225 
responses to the on-line survey which would be running for the next two weeks.   

 
Watermark Ltd have put forward a proposal to enable a shop to be retained in the village and Cllr Clifford 
advised that land between the Cricket Pavilion and Frampton Stores has been made available by Frampton 
Court Estate. The Estate architect has produced a sketch plan for a proposed timber framed and ecologically 
friendly building which has been approved in principal by Planners. Cllr Clifford stressed that at present this 
scheme is open to comment and is not yet a proposal. 
 
It was understood that E.C. Merrett will shortly be relocating to premises in Frocester.  This will assist with 
the parking problems that have been a major source of concern. 

 
115/14 PLANNING 

(A)        DECISIONS MADE BY THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

S.14/1431/HHOLD 
Old School House 
The Street 

Extension to existing garage Permission 

S.14/1324/DISCON 
1 Splatt Cottages 
The Splatt 

Discharge of condition 3 from planning permission 
S.13/1185/HHOLD 

Permission 

S.14/1503/FUL 
Land adjoining 
Splatt Bridge House 
The Splatt 

Retrospective application for the retention of summerhouse Refusal 

S.14/1835/DISCON 
Land adjoining 
Miramont 
Whitminster Lane 

Discharge of Conditions 2,3,8,9&12 of planning permission 
S.14/0599/FUL 

Permission 

Cllr Heaton asked for confirmation about the drainage in this area.  The drainage ditch belongs to Mrs 
Teesdale and any enquiry should be submitted to the DC Case Officer.  

 

(B)     DECISIONS MADE BY THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

S.14/1608/FUL 
Shipton Mill 
FoS Industrial Estate 
Bridge Road 

Proposed rear extension to existing warehouse for storage of 
bagged flour 

Support 

The Planning Committee agreed to support this application – Policy EM6, but to ask that consideration be 
given to restricting working hours, and that strict control be specified over both dust problems and anti-
social hours traffic noise.  

S.14/1640/HHOLD 
Southfield 
Whitminster Lane 

To increase the size of the existing garage Support 

Policy HN16 applies. 

 
(C)     PLANNING APPLICATIONS TAKEN AT THE MEETING 

none received   

 
(D) OTHER PLANNING  
S.14/1829/OUT – Land at School Lane, Whitminster 
The Chairman has been in contact with Severn Trent to discuss the proposal for 95 dwellings on land in 
Whitminster. They believe the separate application for 35 houses in Whitminster will not make a great 
difference to the existing sewer piping to Frampton on Severn, but 95 houses would severely impact on the 
system.  They will be carrying out a feasibility study.   
 
A response will be made to Whitminster Parish Council in support of their objection to the application. 
 
S.14/1800/FUL – Hillhouse Solar Farm, Cambridge 
An application has been received for comment relating to the installation of 97½ acres of solar panels on 
land at the southern boundary between this parish and Slimbridge. Cllrs considered this important issue 
required further investigation and unanimously agreed to invite a representative from the Cambridge Solar 

Panel Company to a special meeting to enable a full discussion. 
 

District Cllr Haydn Jones advised that Slimbridge Parish Council have already discussed this application. The 
application will consist of 43,000 solar panels and an Impact Assessment will be required.  The Wildfowl & 
Wetlands Trust have no objections.  There is a Community Payback potential for Slimbridge and other 
adjoining parishes. 
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Pre-Application Community Involvement Protocol 
It was agreed to take this item forward to the October meeting to enable all the relevant papers to be 

studied. Cllr Howe to take this forward on behalf of Council. 
 

116/14 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
County Cllr Blackburn was unable to be present but had provided a written report and Cllrs noted the 
contents.  The update on ‘Active Gloucestershire’ was of special interest and would be followed up with local 
village organisations. 

 
117/14 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

District Cllr Haydn Jones reported: 
 

Active Gloucestershire –funding was available for local sports initiatives and groups were encouraged to 
apply. 
 

Multi-Use Contract – a decision was expected this week with the recommendation being to invite Ubico to 
take up the contract for waste and recycling in the district. 
 

Boundary Review – discussions have been continuing and following an interim report Members are likely 
to retain the 51 Cllr system. 
 

Division of the Severn Ward – District Cllr John Jones was one of the hardest working Cllrs in the District 
Council and he rejected totally the implied criticism from Mr Greenwood. 
 

118/14 FINANCE 
(A) INVOICES FOR PAYMENT  
Cllrs unanimously agreed that the following invoices be paid: 

Grant Thornton Audit Fee £120.00 LGA 1972 s.111 

T.W. Hawkins & Sons Grass Cutting a/c No 006351 £391.69 Highways A 1980 s.96 

Mrs L Ireland Clerk’s salary – July/August 2014 £445.04 LGA 1972 s.112(2) 

Mrs L Ireland Expenses – May/August 2014 £173.30 LGA 1972 s.111 

Malpass Engraving Garden Comp Trophies £42.00 LGA 1972 s.137 

Mrs P Greenfield Refund re Garden Comp expenses £40.00 LGA 1972 s.137 

 
Cllrs noted the following payments had been made between meetings: 

Mr R. Baker Village Maintenance £210.47 HA 1980 s.43&96 

This expenditure was for materials to enable emergency repairs to be carried out to the fencing surrounding 
the children’s playground.  Cllrs unanimously agreed the payment. 
 
(B) FINANCE UPDATE 
Cllrs noted the Finance Update for September 2014 presented by Cllr Grist the RFO.  
 
(C) OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
The committee of Frampton on Severn Children’s Playground had submitted a request for financial support 
to cover improvements to the playground.  £2000 was needed to replace the climbing frame and provide 
fresh bark around the equipment.  It was felt that Active Gloucestershire may have funding available for this 
type of project and enquiries will be made with them before Parish Council discussed this further.  Cllr Grist 
to action. 

 
119/14 PARISH COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS 

Cllrs noted the contents of Cllr Howe’s paper proposing 3 amendments to Standing Orders, which had 
previously been circulated. 
 
Cllr Howe explained that parish councils are not legally obliged to have Standing Orders but it is considered 
as best practice by national organisations and GAPTC.  Model Standing Orders have been adopted by this 
Council.  The last review from NALC published in 2013 contained some revisions relating to the 
management of meetings that he considered might be appropriate for this parish council. 
 
Cllrs discussed Cllrs Howe’s paper and concluded that only one section needed to be revised.  Cllrs felt the 
time limit of 3 minutes for each speaker would not be appropriate in all cases and should be deleted from 
the draft amendments.  The Chairman should have the power to limit individual speakers if necessary. 
 
Proposal  John Howe proposed that Parish Council formally adopt Standing Order with the above 

amendment  
Seconded  Cllr Grist 
Vote  Unanimous  
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120/14 FLOODING 
Townfield Lake 

Cllr Clifford declared an interest in this item and the Chairman asked him to give his report to Council. 
Cllr Clifford reported that Natural England have agreed to the reduction in level of Townfield Lake.  Grant 
funding may be available from County Council.  Cllrs Clifford and Griffiths will take advice on how to proceed 
and the project will be taken forward in the autumn.   

 
Government Funding 
Cllr Alexander reported the promised refund from Government has not been forthcoming.  He will continue 
to press for this to be actioned. 

 
121/14 HIGHWAYS 

Cllr Alexander was sorry to report that Mr Dave Portlock was no longer with Gloucestershire Highways.  He 
had formed a good working relationship over the years and his help and support will be missed.  The new 
Local Highways Stewart for this parish is Yakob Mulla and arrangements will be made for him to meet with 
the Chairman and Cllr Arnold. 
 

Work will start on 15th September to create a traffic island at the A38/Perrway Junction.  An island is being 
constructed to the south of the junction between Claypits and Fromebridge and additional white lining will 
be carried out to discourage overtaking at this point.  The original proposal for an island on the north side 
(Fromebridge to Claypits) is not now possible although additional white lining will be carried out. 
 

122/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
Severn Voice Group of Parishes 
The next meeting will be on Monday 22nd September at 7.30pm at Longney School.  A presentation will be 
given by Mr Nick Worthington from the Canal & Rivers Trust. 

 

Post meeting - notification has been received that the above meeting has been rescheduled to Monday 6th 
October 2014. 
 

Severnside Neighbourhood Policy Team 
The next meeting will be on Monday 29th September at 6.30pm in The Rowles Room. 
 

Gloucestershire Chartered Parishes Meeting 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 11th September at 7pm at the GL3 Community Hub in Churchdown. 
  

Miscellaneous 
Various papers and publications had been previously emailed and made available for Cllrs. 
 

123/14 CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS 
In view of the lengthy Agenda, the Chairman proposed and Cllrs unanimously agreed to take the following 
items forward to the October meeting: 
 

 Twinning Visit 2015 
 Assets of Community Value 
 Neighbourhood Plan 

 
124/14 COUNCILLORS’ SUBMISSIONS 

Cllr Clifford reported that the creation of a village car park was under discussion.  Advice has been taken 
from SDC planners and a car park designer and the proposal is to enlarge the small car park at Advowsons.  

A change of use would be needed and for legal reasons Parish Council would be required to lease the car 
park from Frampton Court Estate and a formal contract entered into.  These negotiations are in the very 
early stages.  This item will be added to the Agenda of the next meeting to enable further discussion. 
 
Cllr Hillman reported that the missing drain cover in Whitminster Lane outside the property “Goosefoot” 
had still not been replaced. Cllr Alexander will remind Highways that action is urgently required. 
 
Cllr Arnold advised that a loud explosion was heard at Church End on the evening of 28th September and 
investigation had shown that the grit bin outside Oegrove Farm had exploded.  The lid was completely 
shattered and the padlock could not be found.  It was unclear whether this was vandalism or some sort of 
chemical reaction. It was agreed the other grit bins in the parish should be checked and Cllr Arnold will 
contact Highways to discuss possible causes.  The Police would also be advised. 
 

125/14 RESPONSE TO MR GREENWOOD 
The Chairman declared a personal interest and left the meeting. The Vice Chairman, Cllr Grist, took the Chair. 
 

Cllr Howe moved, in accordance with Standing Order 46 and the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act of 
1960, that the public be excluded from the meeting for the consideration of this item by reason of the fact 
that Council would be considering critical comments made about the conduct of its administration and its 
Clerk and the conduct of its meetings by the Chairman. 
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This was seconded by Cllr Grist and passed unanimously.  District Cllr Haydn Jones and the one remaining 
member of the public left the meeting. 

 
Councillors considered three draft responses to Mr S. Greenwood’s communications, and after extensive 
debate, a proposal by Cllr Howe seconded by Cllr Griffiths, that Letters 2 and 3 as circulated be sent was 
passed unanimously. 
 
Cllr Greenfield then proposed a Vote of Confidence in Cllr Alexander as Chairman and Mrs L Ireland as Clerk.  
This was seconded by Cllr Hillman.  Members commented that both had served the Council with immense 
loyalty and diligence over many years, and the Resolution was passed unanimously. 
 
The Chairman noted that Mr Greenwood had asked about the new Council’s policies.  It had already agreed 
to consider the development of a Neighbourhood Plan which would be a major task involving looking at the 
needs of the whole community.  She suggested a preliminary meeting to consider ideas and approaches and 
this was agreed.  Possible dates would be circulated. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
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2014 VILLAGE GARDEN COMPETITION 
  
  
 

Parish Council Salver 
Best Design and Shrub 
 

  
1st  
2nd 
    

  
Mr & Mrs M Griffiths, Tanfield, Churchend 
Mr & Mrs Pockett, 6 Oatfield Road 

Chairman’s Salver 
Best Herbaceous & General 
 

  
1st  
2nd 

3rd  
 

  
Mr & Mrs S Barnfield, Buckholt Cottages, The Street 
Mr & Mrs T Malpass, 1 Manor Cottages, The Green 
Mr & Mrs R Winfield, Wonky Cottage, The Green 

Village Society Rose Bowl 
Most Colourful Garden 
 

  
1st 

2nd 

3rd 

  

  
Mr M Timbrell, 29 Ann Wicks Road 
Mrs R Sparry, 17 Oatfield Road 
Mr & Mrs B Birch, 2 Portland Place, The Green 

Herbert Salver 
Best Small Garden 
 

  
1st  
2nd 
3rd 
3rd  

  
Mrs C Alexander, Elgar House, The Street 
Mr & Mrs G Clutterbuck, South Firs, The Green 
Mr & Mrs F Hill, 26 Oatfield Road 
Mr & Mrs R Cooper, Walford House, The Street 
 

Judges Cup 
Most Improved Garden 
 

  
1st  
2nd  
 

  
Mr & Mrs M John, Oatfield Cottage Whitminster Lane 
The Old Thatch, The Street 

Jack Millard Cup  
Best Allotment 
 

  
1st  
2nd 

3rd  
  

 
Mr M MacCrea, 4 Henry Withers Place, Whitminster 
Mr N Smith, Friday House, Friday St, Arlingham 
Mrs D Leach, Leyland, The Street 

Special Commendations 
 

  
 

  
Mr & Mrs M North, 5 Bridge Road 
Mrs Caroline Williams for the War Memorial 
 

  

 
 


